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Abstract: 
Today, the world is moving under a huge international system both politically and 
economically. Many researchers have identified 17
th
 century Europe as the beginning of the 
modern international political system; in particular, the Treaty of Westphalia (1648). Regardless 
of the accuracy of this assertion, there is no doubt that the modern international political system 
gives priority to the interest of the Western countries, especially the United States of America. In 
this unfair situation, we can say that no country in the world except the Western countries and 
their close allies gets equal rights inside this international system. 
There are long and continuous historical and religious conflicts between the Islamic world 
and the West, and as long as the modern international political and economic system primarily 
serves the Western interest, the opportunities for ending these conflicts are virtually non-existent. 
Nowadays, although this conflict in fact is between the Islamic world and the West, more 
accurately between the Islamic world and the Christian world, it seems on the surface to be 
between the Islamic world and the International system. 
It is known that the collapse of the Berlin Wall in 1989 formed a new phase in international 
conflicts. It has turned world conflicts from conflicts among ideological, intellectual, and political 
systems to conflicts among civilizations. Because Western capitalist countries require an 
atmosphere of international conflict to support their economies, after the end of the Cold War, the 
West chose Islam as its default enemy. 
On the other hand, Japan in the modern era is an industrially and economically advanced 
country, and considered as one of the great powers. Because modern Japan is Western oriented in 
most of its policies it is considered as one of the closest allies to the West, and because it has a 
substantial role in international politics, it is considered as one of the chief supporters of the 
international system. For all these reasons, the international system deals with Japan so far as a 
Western country. 
For many reasons, the relationship between the Islamic world and Japan is considered 
special by both sides. Although this relationship developed significantly in the last century, 
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privacy still characterizes this relationship until today. Nevertheless, Japan imports from the 
Islamic world about 90% of its imports of crude oil (The Asahi Shimbun, Strategy, 01/2007). 
While Japan has a population of about 127 million and an area of about 378,000 square 
kilometers (Statistics Bureau, Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communication, Japan, 21/11/2014 
access), the Islamic world has a population of 1.7 billion, equivalent to about 26% of the world 
population, with an area of about 41 million square kilometers, representing 28% of the world’s 
land surface area (The Islamic World, Wikipedia, 21/11/2014 access). Therefore, any form of 
cooperation between the two sides would certainly contribute to the promotion of global peace. 
By focusing on the relationship between the Islamic world, Japan and the introduction of 
Islamic finance into the Japanese financial system, the researcher will try to investigate the 
opportunities to strengthen relations between the Islamic world and Japan, thus increasing the 
chance of rapprochement between the Islamic world and the contemporary international system. 
In other words, the main purpose of this research is to strengthen the relations between the 
Islamic world and Japan by focusing on the introduction of Islamic finance in the Japanese 
financial system as an example. It focuses on the ways of facilitating the introduction of Islamic 
finance to Japan, the challenges it faces, the proposals needed to be resolved, and finally how to 
exploit this issue to strengthen the economic, financial and trade relations between the two sides. 
It also explores the problems that are expected to be faced in the future. 
This research is divided into six sections. The first section is an introduction to the research 
motivations, objectives, and previous studies. The second section gives an overview of the 
international relations between the Islamic world and Japan. The third section discuses Islamic 
finance, and the fourth section explains the current situation of Islamic finance in Japan. The fifth 
section suggests a proposals for the introduction of Islamic finance into Japan. The final section 
describes the conclusion and remaining challenges of this research. 
 
 
Research Problem and Research Questions 
The main problem in this research can be summarized in the next point, which is that the 
benefit of introducing Islamic finance into the Japanese financial system is confined only to the 
financial field and not given enough importance in the area of cooperation and rapprochement 
between the Islamic world and Japan. To limit the field of research more, the focus will be on the 
legal amendments and policies relating to Islamic finance taken by the Japanese authorities in 
order to exploit the strong and rapid economic growth of Islamic finance to help the ailing 
Japanese economy to recover. 
This research is mainly trying to answer of the following question. Does the introduction of 
Islamic finance into the Japanese financial system help to strengthen relations between Japan and 
the Islamic world, increasing the cooperation and convergence between both sides, and finally 
increasing the opportunities for global peace? To answer this question, the researcher first divided 
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this question into a number of major specific questions. First, what is the benefit of introducing 
Islamic finance into the Japanese financial system for the Islamic world and Japan? Second, what 
did the Islamic world and the Japanese authorities do for the sake of this introduction? Third, 
what are the main obstacles that hinder the success of this introduction, and what are the proposed 
integrated and suitable proposals that may lead to a successful introduction and the desired 
positive results. Fourth, through studying similar attempts of other countries, what is the 
possibility of success for this introduction? Fifth, how can we take advantage of this cooperation 
in the rapprochement between the Islamic world and Japan, and thus between the Islamic world 
and the contemporary international system. 
 
 
Conclusion and Remaining Challenges 
For the Islamic world and Japan, many benefits are expected from this introduction, but 
there are two main benefits: first, to find a new channel with an excellent investment environment; 
second, to strengthen economic, cultural and political relations between both sides. 
Regarding the Islamic world, many seminars, lectures, and meetings related to Islamic 
finance have been held, as well as other activities, whether by governments, institutions, or 
individuals. However, these efforts do not rise to the level of the great importance of this subject, 
thus the responsible parties in the Islamic world, whether governmental financial authorities, or 
specialized financial organizations, or even companies and academics or specialist individuals, 
must give this topic greater importance, and are step up efforts to achieve the greatest benefit 
from it. In addition, the Japanese financial authorities have made great efforts to support and 
facilitate this introduction, such as the enactment of laws and facilities tax, and participating in 
related international symposiums. 
Among many obstacles, the major obstacles were legal and knowledge, which are facing 
the Islamic world and Japan together. Proposals to resolve such obstacles were numerous, but the 
researcher focused on the legal and knowledge aspects, in addition to commercial and investment 
opportunities and, finally, the overall comprehensive proposals. 
Regarding the fourth question of this research, which is about the possibility of the success 
of this introduction, although this research could not specifically answer this question for reasons 
related to time limitation, the overall answer could be found in the section related to the proposals. 
However, independent research on this specific point would be good to identify a clear answer. 
Although Japan is an Asian country, it is considered a western country in many respects. 
The success of this introduction and achieving its objectives of strengthening political, economic 
and cultural relations between Japan and the Islamic world, will lead to greater convergence 
between the two sides. Taking into account the difficulty of achieving such a rapprochement with 
Western countries, which are considered key players in the current international political system, 
such a rapprochement between the Islamic world and Japan as an Asian-Western country will 
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increase the chances of a rapprochement between the Islamic world and the international political 
system in one way or another. 
The future of Islamic-Japanese relations is expected to be positive for both sides, although 
there are many difficulties. The most important of these difficulties revolve around the following 
question: Is there really a sincere intention between the Islamic world and Japan for 
rapprochement and coexistence? 
